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Michigan Philharmonic “Orchestrating the Extraordinary” 

The Michigan Philharmonic is one of the most innovative and dynamic 

professional symphony orchestras in southeast Michigan; reaching out to a broad 

and diverse array of audiences and providing an enjoyable cultural and social 

experience. In our 80th season, Music Director & Conductor, Nan Washburn, has 

been leading us for 27 seasons and has won 19 ASCAP Awards for Adventuresome 

Programming. We bring our events into an ever-expanding roster of Michigan 

communities, including Plymouth, Canton, Northville, Livonia, Brighton, the 

Downriver communities, and the city of Detroit. We orchestrate the extraordinary 

with “Music that is Timeless” for 80 years and counting. 

 

 

Mission Statement 

The mission of the Michigan Philharmonic is to enrich the communities of 

southeastern Michigan by fostering excellence and innovation in the performance 

of orchestral music, to educate current and future audiences, and to bring 

distinction to our community through the regional presence and standing of our 

professional performing ensembles.  

 

 

Vision Statement 

Through innovative programming, orchestral excellence and regional outreach 

initiatives, within five years the Michigan Philharmonic will be one of the top five 

financially sustainable Michigan orchestras. 
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Governing Board Members 

2025-2026  
  
 

 

 

Board of Directors—Executive Committee 
 

 

Donald M. Soenen, Interim President – President, Plymouth Arts and Recreation Complex 

(PARC) 

Don is the founder, developer, and President of PARC. He is Chairman of the Board of Sensors, 

Inc., in Saline, Michigan, a manufacturer of electronic testing equipment. He is the owner and 

operator of Chicane restaurant in Plymouth. He led the campaign to save the Penn Theater and 

was instrumental in developing the Village Theater in Canton, Michigan. He serves on the Board 

of Directors of Lost Voices and Plymouth Rotary.   

 

 

Narendra Sheth, Vice President – Retired, Ford Motor Company 

Narendra Sheth was a Chief Statistician for Ford Motor Company. He hosts the Indian Radio 

Show on WPON Detroit every Saturday morning for the past 43 years. Narendra is the President 

and Founder of Geetmala Foundation of Michigan supporting humanitarian and arts and cultural 

efforts for the Detroit Metro Indian Community. 

 

 

Kevin Nelson, Vice President – Shareholder, Tiffany & Bosco, P.A. 

Kevin is a corporate and real estate trial attorney who splits his time between his firm’s Michigan 

and Arizona offices. In 2007, Kevin joined Tiffany & Bosco, P.A. Kevin was elected as a 

shareholder of the firm in 2011. When not working, you will find him attempting to play golf, or 

at his daughter’s volleyball or his son’s hockey games and tournaments. Kevin and his family are 

avid travelers (usually associated with youth sports) and have traveled throughout most of North 

America and parts of Europe. Kevin holds a JD from University of Colorado School of Law, and 

a BS in from Arizona State University. 

 

 

Aaron Reeder, Treasurer – Senior Vice President, Bank of Ann Arbor 

Aaron is the Senior Vice President – Wayne Market Manager for Bank of Ann Arbor, who has 

been the Presenting Sponsors of the Michigan Philharmonic for the past fourteen seasons. Aaron 

graduated from Eastern Michigan University with a BS in Chemistry and completed his MBA 

and MS in Finance from Walsh College. He also serves on the Associate Board of Ambassadors 

of the American Cancer Society in metro Detroit, where he has been President for the last two 

years, and serves on the finance committee of Our House in Washtenaw County. Aaron is 

married to his wife, Jacquelyn, and they have two children, Brennan and Audrey. Outside of 

work he enjoys golf, going up north, and attending his children’s sports and activities.  

Orchestrating the 

Extraordinary™ 
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Kevin Ryan, Secretary – Community Program Director, Partnership for the Arts & 

Humanities 

Kevin Ryan is the Community Program Director for the Partnership for the Arts & Humanities at 

Canton’s Arts Warehouse at Cherry Hill where he develops community arts programming, 

produces special events, and curates exhibitions for the Fine Art Gallery. He also represents the 

Partnership on the Canton Commission for Culture, Arts & Heritage. A professional conductor, 

pianist, and music director, Kevin holds a Bachelor of Arts in Music Performance from Albion 

College and a Master of Music in Orchestral Conducting from Ithaca College. He spent 15 years 

serving churches in the Archdiocese of Detroit and remains active in local musical theatre. Kevin 

is the Music Director of the Harmony Singers of Plymouth and serves as a music director for 

Forever After Productions.    

 

 

Board of Directors—Members At-Large 

 

 
Dr. Sam Barresi – Retired Asst. Superintendent 

Sam holds a Doctorate in Educational Leadership from Western Michigan University and has 

been involved in education his entire career from classroom teacher to Principal to 

Superintendent. He taught in Fraser Public Schools, was a Principal in Plymouth-Canton 

Community Schools, and Assistant Superintendent in both Wayne-Westland and Harper Woods 

Public Schools. He served on the board of the Canton Community Foundation and following his 

retirement, Sam served as Interim Superintendent of Frankfort - Elberta Area Schools for a year 

and currently serves as the Chair of the Planning Commission of Frankfort, Michigan. 

 

 

Art Beard – Chief Digital and Information Officer, Orsa Credit Union 

Art is an accomplished technology executive with more than 30 years of leadership experience in 

information technology, digital transformation, cybersecurity, and operational strategy within the 

financial services industry. Prior to joining Orsa, he served as Vice President of Information 

Technology at Michigan First Credit Union. He earned a Bachelor of Science degree from 

Eastern Michigan University. Outside of his professional responsibilities, Art has been married to 

his wife, Tonia, for more than 20 years. Together they have four children, three daughters and a 

son, and are proud grandparents to one grandson. In his free time, Art enjoys reading, playing 

guitar and singing, and exploring nature on long hikes through Yosemite National Park with 

friends. 

 

Christopher Belcher – Retired, Wealth Management Trust Officer 

Chris has over 28 years of experience as a wealth manager and trust officer. He helped high net-

worth individuals, and their families, grow their wealth and protect, preserve, and plan for its 

transfer in the most tax-efficient manner. Chris has been actively involved on the boards of non-

profit organizations over the years, including Berrien Community Foundation, Northville 

Community Foundation, and the Planned Giving Roundtable of Southeast Michigan. 
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Steve Chrypinski – Retired, Michigan Public/NPR 

Steve is the retired Director of Marketing for Michigan Public, the state's leading NPR news source. In 

that role, he oversaw the station’s communications and marketing efforts, outreach activities, community 

partnerships, and non-traditional revenue ventures. Steve has over thirty years of experience in the 

broadcasting field, in both sales and marketing positions. He lives in Plymouth with his wife Molly, and 

they have two adult children who also live in the area. He is a graduate of the University of Michigan and 

enjoys playing saxophone in the Plymouth Community Band and UM Alumni Concert Band. 

 

 

Michele Kelly, PhD – Chief Academic Instruction Officer, Schoolcraft College 

Dr. Michele Kelly is the Chief Academic Instruction Officer at Schoolcraft College, where 

among other responsibilities, she oversees the Liberal Arts & Sciences divisions, including the 

Fine Arts departments. Dr. Kelly holds degrees from Central Michigan University, the 

University of Cincinnati, the University of South Carolina, and Bowling Green State University. 

A dedicated advocate for the arts, she is deeply committed to expanding access to vibrant arts 

and cultural opportunities within communities. She has served on the Michigan Phil Board for 

seven years and previously served on the Anton Art Center Board, the Macomb County Arts 

Commission, the Impact100 MD Arts Committee, and the Board of Trustees for the Farmington 

Community Library. Michele and her husband, who works for Rotary International, have two 

daughters and an aging Cavalier King Charles Spaniel. They live in Farmington.  

 

Sheila Osann – Retired founder, marketing & communications firm 

Sheila Osann is a retired marketing and communications executive with more than 40 years of 

experience spanning corporate, non-profit, and municipal sectors. The founder of Osann Creative 

Services and a former educator, she previously served as Community Relations Manager for 

Waste Management of North America. Sheila founded the Assistance League of Greater 

Wilmington – an all-volunteer organization that has returned more than $3.4 million to local 

children, families, and seniors through its philanthropic programs. She has also served as 

President and Treasurer of the Assistance League of Southeastern Michigan and has held seats 

on numerous non-profit boards. Sheila holds degrees from Michigan State University and Wayne 

State University. She and her husband live in Plymouth, Michigan and have three adult children, 

four grandchildren, and one great-granddaughter. 

 

Ronald H. Frechen, EX-Officio Treasurer 

Ron Frechen is a retired CPA, formerly a partner of The Rehmann Group. He has over 30 years’ 

experience in auditing and consulting with nonprofit organizations. 
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Michigan Philharmonic – Staff 
 

Nan Harrison Washburn – Music Director & Conductor  

Chris Wheeler – Orchestra Personnel Manager 

Nancy Davidson – Education Programs Coordinator/MPYO Manager 

Hektor Qyteti – MPYO Conductor 

Kevin Naeve – MPYO Wind Ensemble Conductor 

Amy Fox – Bookkeeper 

 

 

 

Mid-Year Resignations from Board of Directors 

 

Joan Walton, Executive Director  

Kim Fisher, Co-President – Managing Partner, New York Life 

Susan Hoy, Co-President – Retired, Amerisure 

Marlene Donoghue – President, Creative Health Products, Inc. 

Sue Voyles, Treasurer – Coach and Writer, Word and Vision Consulting 
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President’s Report 

 

The Michigan Philharmonic’s 80th Season “Music that is Timeless!” continued to bring award-

winning live symphonic music to southeast Michigan. We delivered a full season of live concerts 

including two performances at The Hawk, a new performance venue in Farmington Hills. I want 

to thank Nan Washburn, Music Director and Conductor, for delivering a stimulating season with 

innovative programming, amazing guest artists and new music from living composers, that 

complemented a comprehensive season of classical compositions that we all love and appreciate.   

 

I want to thank all our stakeholders who attended concerts, provided financial support, and 

generously volunteered their time. Your generosity and passionate support ensured that the 

Michigan Philharmonic could continue to thrive during these challenging times for all orchestras. 

We could not fulfill our Mission without you to: 

 

• Foster excellence and innovation in the performance of orchestral music 

• Educate current and future audiences 

• Bring distinction to our community through the regional presence and standing of our 

professional performance ensembles 

 

With an 80-year history, the Michigan Philharmonic is recognized as one of the top tier 

orchestras in the State of Michigan. Congratulations to all of you on a job well done! 

 

We are eternally grateful to Nan Washburn, Music Director and Conductor, who completed her 

extraordinary 27th year with the organization. Winner of The American Prize in Orchestral 

Conducting, Professional Division, 2013, The American Prize Ernst Bacon Memorial Award for 

Programming from the League American Orchestras and 6 ASCAP Awards for adventuresome 

Programming. In 2025, she led the Michigan Philharmonic to win the highly competitive 

national award, the American Prize in Orchestral Performance orchestral division. Nan Washburn 

is one of the most innovative and dynamic conductors in the U.S. The musicianship of this 

Professional Orchestra under her leadership is recognized locally, regionally, and nationally. 

Thank you, Nan! 

 

The Michigan Philharmonic’s Education Program had another tremendous year. Over 50 youth 

orchestra students received professional instruction and an opportunity to perform side-by-side 

with the full orchestra. Nancy Davidson, Education Programs Coordinator, Hektor Qyteti, 

MPYO Conductor, and Kevin Naeve, MPYO Wind Ensemble Conductor, did a wonderful job.  

Thanks to your efforts, the Michigan Philharmonic Youth Orchestra (MPYO) is recognized as 

one of the finest youth orchestras in the region.   

 

Our CLASSical Music Education Outreach program for 3rd and 4th graders continued for four 

participating school districts. Approximately 3,000 students from Wayne-Westland, Garden City, 
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Taylor, and Plymouth-Canton school districts attended our Koncert for Kids. For the 

preschoolers our Tiny Tunes Saturday morning series is well received. Thank you, Nancy 

Davidson, Education Program Manager, for coordinating all these programs.   

 

Our organization is fortunate to have an engaged Board of Directors. This year we welcomed to 

the Board, Kevin Nelson, Tiffany & Bosco, P.A., Rebecca Journigan, Administrator, Michigan 

Medicine, Art Beard, Orsa Chief Digital and Information Officer, and Sheila Osann, a retired 

founder of a marketing and communications firm. They bring a broad range of expertise in legal, 

marketing and digital informational support to the Board. We want to thank departed Board 

members Chris Belcher, Steve Chrypinski, Marlene Donoghue, Kim Fisher, Sue Hoy, Sue 

Noetzel, and Sue Voyles for their service over the past several years. A big thank you to all our 

current Board members for their service and support. 

 

Special thanks to Amy Fox, Bookkeeper, Chris Wheeler, Personnel Manager and Library 

Manager, Michael Grabowski, Production Manager, and Mary Tavana, Office Coordinator, who 

keep the organization moving forward. Thanks to all our volunteers who generously give their 

time to the organization.     

 

Last, but not least, a very special thank you to all our musicians who put so much effort into our 

performances. It’s only through their dedication and hard work that we can deliver top-tier 

performances. 

 

We experienced several organization changes this past year. In February 2026, I agreed to take 

the job as Interim President. At the same time, Kevin Nelson was appointed Vice-President, and 

Aaron Reeder was appointed Treasurer, joining existing Executive Committee members 

Narendra Sheth, Vice-President and Kevin Ryan, Secretary. In June, Executive Director, Joan 

Walton, resigned. A search is underway for a new Executive Director.   

 

On behalf of the Board of Directors and Nan Washburn we thank all our staff, musicians, 

patrons, supporters and volunteers. We could not do any of this without all of you! We have an 

exciting season ahead. Get your tickets now! 

 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Don Soenen, Interim Board President 

Michigan Philharmonic 
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Music Director’s Report 
 

The Michigan Philharmonic 2025-2026, 80th Anniversary season was another successful and 

exciting one for us. As always, we had lots of great music, wonderful guest soloists, and 

composers. 

 

Artistic recognition: 

• Michigan Philharmonic was the 2025 First Prize Winner of The American Prize in 

Orchestral Performance, professional division. This is a huge honor as it is a national 

award and extremely competitive. Congratulations to all on this monumental 

accomplishment! 

• This year, because of scheduling issues, WRCJ 90.9 FM was only able to air two of our 

performances this season, but we are looking forward to next year and more air dates. 

We are still among only a handful of organizations, including the Detroit Symphony, 

Detroit Opera and Ann Arbor Symphony, being featured on this public radio station.  

o “80th Birthday Bash” — September concert aired February 8, 2026 

o “Miniature Masterpieces — January concert aired April 26, 2026 

 

Guest Soloists: 

• We opened our season with the dazzling performance by Deborah Pae, cello of Dance 

for Cello and Orchestra (2019) Anna Clyne. It was also wonderful to forge stronger ties 

with the faculty at Eastern Michigan University. 

• Andrew Hosler, saxophone took on the monumental Commodius Vicus Concerto for 

Tenor Saxophone and Orchestra (2024) Neal Endicott. It was a world premiere of an 

amazing new piece and was definitely a big challenge for the orchestra navigating all the 

technical challenges! Yikes! So hard but so worth the effort with Andrew’s fabulous 

playing. 

• For this year’s holiday concert, we featured our principal cellist Irina Tikhonova 

performing Melody in A minor Myroslav Skoryk and Csárdás Vittorio Monti. It was a 

special treat for us to hear Irina’s beautiful performance of music by Skoryk, a Ukranian 

composer she admires. 

• In January, we were so lucky to be able to feature Kimberly Kaloyanides Kennedy, 

violin. As Associate Concertmaster of the Detroit Symphony, she has a tremendously 

busy schedule, so it was a special treat to have her join us especially since she is actually 

a Plymouth resident. Kim performed the Concerto for Violin and Oboe in C minor, BWV 

1060R (1736) Johann Sebastian Bach along with our own outstanding Principal Oboe, 

Chris Wheeler. Kim also delighted us with joyous rendition of the D’un matin de 

printemps (1917) Lili Boulanger. 
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• On our February pops concert Ann Hampton Callaway, vocalist, brought down the 

house with her “Streisand Songbook.”  Definitely a highlight for all of us not only with 

her singing so many of Barbra’s hits but also enlightening us with stories and songs Ann 

wrote specifically for Barbra. 

• Tom Young, narrator did a fabulous job reading the text by science fiction writer, 

Ursula K. Le Guin for Elinor Armer’s inventive and entertaining piece, The Great 

Instrument of the Geggerets (1989). 

• Xiao Dong Wei, erhu and composer, shined in both capacities. A virtuoso on erhu, she 

performed 3 movements from Tan Dun’s ethereal and moving Crouching Tiger Concerto 

for Erhu and Chamber Orchestra (2000), the fun showcase, Yaoxing Chen’s Galloping 

War Horses (1970) and the exciting world premiere of Xiao Dong’s own Hometown 

Reflections (2025).  

• The spectacular drum ensemble, Raion Taiko from the Great Lakes Taiko Center 

(GLTC), joined us for our concert finale, Folkloric Dance Suite (1987) by Kaoru Wada.  

 

Featured composers this year who were in attendance for the final rehearsals, pre-concert 

talk, and performance: 

• Zhou Tian  

• Neal Endicott  

• Soon Hee Newbold 

• Xiao Dong Wei (also our soloist) 

 

Big Repertoire—fabulous Michigan Phil performances! 

• Romeo and Juliet Overture (1880) Peter Illych Tchaikovsky 

• Bacchanale from “Samson and Delila” (1877) Camille Saint-Saëns 

• Appalachian Spring (1945) Aaron Copland 

• Symphony No. 9 “From the New World” (1893) Antonin Dvorak 

 

Smaller or lesser-known works, new discoveries, audience favorites: 

• Colonial Dance (date unknown) Florence Price 

• Prelude to "Oedipus Tyrannus", Op.35 (1880-81) John Knowles Paine 

• D’un matin de printemps (1917) Lili Boulanger  

• Danse Nègre from the African Suite, Op. 35 (1898) Samuel Coleridge-Taylor  

• Ballata Sinfonica (1943) Akira Ifukube 

• Nocturne (1958) Colin McPhee  

• Folkloric Dance Suite (1987) Kaoru Wada  
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New exciting music! 

• Dance for Cello and Orchestra (2019) Anna Clyne 

• Birthday Fantasia (2024) Zhou Tian 

• Commodius Vicus Concerto for Tenor Saxophone and Orchestra (2024) Neal Endicott 

• Battle (2023) Soon Hee Newbold 

• Alis Volat Propriis (She Flies with Her Own Wings) (2024) Soon Hee Newbold 

• Crouching Tiger Concerto for Erhu and Chamber Orchestra (2000) Tan Dun (3 

movements) 

• Hometown Reflections (2025) Xiao Dong Wei (world premiere) 

 

Summer Successes: 

• “An American Salute”, was on June 28 in Kellogg Park. It was also a kickoff celebration 

of the 250th Anniversary of the signing of the Declaration of Independence. We played to 

a great audience of about 2000. 

• Our “Let’s Go to the Movies” program was performed twice, on July 11 at Kensington 

Metropark for a sizable crowd of about 3000 and again August 14 at the Edsel and 

Eleanor Ford House for an audience of 1900. The Ford House concert was especially 

wonderful — such a beautiful setting, weather, and welcoming audience.  

 

Continuing dedication to Education, Outreach and Community Engagement: 

• We tried something new and it was fun and successful! On July 9, we hosted an open 

rehearsal at Don Soenen’s restaurant, Chicane, for about 60 of our supporters.  

• Michigan Philharmonic Youth Orchestra directors Hektor Qyteti, new Wind Ensemble 

conductor, Kevin Naeve, along with manager Nancy Davidson, have done a wonderful 

job this year not just keeping MPYO going but also growing. The students in all four 

ensembles performed concerts in December and in May at the Village Theater in Canton 

and their fun pops concert in June in Kellogg Park. 

• MPYO also joined the Michigan Phil for two side-by-side performances, in November 

(with Sinfonia) and again in March with the top-level orchestra. 

• Our CLASSICAL Music in the schools and Koncerts for Kids finally were scheduled and 

terrific successes in Plymouth-Canton, Wayne-Westland, and Garden City school 

districts. Unfortunately, we were not able to perform for the Taylor Schools this year but 

plan on a concert with both 4th and 5th graders in May 2027.  

• We had great success with our third season of our “Tiny Tunes” 3-concert series. We 

again enjoyed collaborations with two other PARC organizations to have students 

perform with us from Ovation Performing Arts and Artistry Dance. 

o Saturday, Oct. 25 – “Monster Mash”  

o Saturday, Feb. 21 – “Dancing to Rhythm”  

o Saturday, May 9 – “Michigan Phil Youth Orchestra” with Sinfonia 
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A huge thank-you to Ken Kaiser, our videographer, who has continued to volunteer much of his 

time and talents recording our performances.  

Special thanks to our Board officers: Vice-Presidents Kevin Nelson and Narendra Sheth, 

Treasurer Aaron Reeder, and Secretary Kevin Ryan, and to all our board members for their 

enormous contributions of time and expertise. Thanks also to our wonderful volunteers Lisa 

Kaberna, Mary Tavana, Rick Stanley, Jeanette Sullivan, Cathy Hasse, John MacLaren, Kaia 

Skaggs, Judy Hudson, and Kathy Humphrey for all they contribute in time and energy; and 

thank-yous all around for our dedicated staff Chris Wheeler, Nancy Davidson, Amy Fox, Hektor 

Qyteti, Kevin Naeve, and Michael Grabowski. 

I want to personally thank Don Soenen (always our orchestra’s major supporter and cheerleader) 

who has stepped in once again to lead us as our board president. It has been a challenging year to 

say the least especially with the unexpected and sudden departure of executive director Joan 

Walton in June. Don has graciously jumped in to keep us going both administratively and 

financially as we begin our search for a new ED. I also want to thank past ED Beth Stewart for 

all her help and advice and to our staff and volunteers who are doing extra duties right now as we 

navigate this situation of uncharted waters. 

 

Respectfully, 

Nan Washburn, Music Director and Conductor 
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Michigan Philharmonic Youth Orchestra (MPYO) 

 

The 2025-2026 season of the Michigan Philharmonic Youth Orchestra was another interesting 

and exciting year of rehearsals and performances for the four ensembles. The season began on 

September 9, 2025, and concluded on June 2, 2025, with the MPYO Pops Concert in Kellogg 

Park.  

 

Staff 

The MPYO staff was static this year with Hektor Qyteti conducting Strings, Sinfonia, and Youth 

Symphony; Kevin Naeve, conducting the Wind Ensemble; and Nancy Davidson as the Education 

Program Coordinator and MPYO Manager. The Michigan Philharmonic hired Joan Walton as 

Executive Director, who replaced Beth Stewart, who retired after 17 years of service.  

 

Concert Venue 

Weekly rehearsals remained at PARC on Tuesdays in the Annex Gym (Strings, Sinfonia, Youth 

Symphony) and Band Room (for Wind Ensemble). The MPYO returned to the Village Theatre at 

Cherry Hill in Canton for both the Winter and Spring concerts. Due to conflicts with the 

band/orchestra schedules at the local high schools and middle schools, concert times for both the 

Winter Concert and Spring Concert were adjusted. The Winter Concert was held on December 9, 

2025, at the earlier time of 5:30PM and the Spring Concert was moved to April 28, 2026, at 

7:00PM. The upcoming 2026-2027 season will have a similar schedule at the Village Theater. 

 

Auditions & Membership 
Auditions were held on August 12, 2025. Seven new students were added (one in Strings, three 

in Sinfonia, two in Wind Ensemble, two in Youth Symphony).  

Membership for the 2025-2026 season was a total of 60 students, down from 61 students last 

year. Many students participated in more than one ensemble. Once again, two adult musicians 

from the Plymouth Community Band attended rehearsals weekly to play in the Wind Ensemble 

and Youth Symphony. Since they play French horn and tuba, their participation was essential. 

They also participated in the Winter, Spring, and Pops Concerts. 

Overall, the roster numbers were as follows: 

• Strings ensemble: nine members (one new), this included four students who participated 

in Sinfonia 

• Sinfonia ensemble: 20 members (three new), with six students mentoring from Youth 

Symphony  



Michigan Philharmonic Annual Report 2025-2026  P a g e  | 13 

• Wind Ensemble: eight members (two new); five of the members also participate in Youth 

Symphony 

• Youth Symphony: 38 members (two new, one returned after a one-year hiatus)  

 

The membership numbers only include paid student members. For concerts, the conductors rely 

on alumni, Plymouth Community Band members, or professional musicians to fill in sections 

where students players are missing. 

 

Tuition 
Annual tuition (for two semesters) remained at the rates of: $325 for Strings and Sinfonia; $350 

for Wind Ensemble; $375 for Youth Symphony; $150 additional ensemble (waived only in cases 

where students were asked to mentor); $650 family maximum. Rehearsals were held every 

Tuesday evening throughout the school year.  

Tuition payment was online via Bonterra/Network for Good (NFG), as well as cash, checks, and 

credit cards. Although there is a service fee per transaction on NFG, many parents opted to 

include it with their payment. Total tuition collected for the regular season was approximately 

$21,900 (not adjusted for NFG transaction fees). For the MPYO Pops Concert, tuition was 

charged at a rate of $30 per student, or a $50 family maximum, which was used to cover the cost 

of the stage rental. Total tuition collected for Pops was $500.00 (via NFG and in-person). Some 

of the Pops participants were guest musicians and alumni who were not charged to participate.  

The MPYO received a donation from John Schmidt of $300 to cover tuition for students who are 

unable to pay. Mr. Schmidt once again generously donated in the name of his late wife Patty, 

who supported our organization for several years. None of the students requested tuition 

assistance. Except for one student, all the MPYO families paid their tuition. 

 

Performing Opportunities 

MPYO members were given a total of six opportunities to perform over the two semesters:  

• The Sinfonia’s side-by-side performance with the Michigan Philharmonic took place on 

Friday, November 14, 2025, at St. Kenneth Catholic Church in Plymouth. In “Voices 

from America” concert, Sinfonia performed Florence Price’s Colonial Dance. 

• The first semester ended with the Winter Concert at the Village Theater at Cherry Hill in 

Canton on December 9, 2025.  

• The Youth Symphony performed Danse Nègre by Samuel Coleridge-Taylor as a side-by-

side with the Michigan Philharmonic on Sunday, March 10, 2026, at First United 

Methodist Church, Plymouth. 

• The Spring Concert concluded the second semester on Tuesday, April 28, 2026, at the 

Village Theater at Cherry Hill, Canton.  
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• Tiny Tunes: On Saturday, May 9, 2026, the Sinfonia ensemble had an additional 

opportunity to perform in the final concert of the series offered by the Michigan 

Philharmonic. Hektor Qyteti conducted 12 Sinfonia students.  

• The season ended on June 2, 2026, with the free, outdoor Pops Concert. Kevin Naeve 

conducted the Wind Ensemble; Hektor Qyteti conducted the combined Youth Symphony 

and Sinfonia orchestra. Alumni, friends of current members, and two members of the 

Plymouth Community Band supported the MPYO member in an exciting concert to 

mark the end of the MPYO season and the start of summer. 

 

 

CLASSical Music Outreach Program 

The CLASSical Music Outreach Program was once again very active in providing schools and 

districts with additional arts education for their students. A total of seven musicians from the 

Michigan Philharmonic visited 33 elementary schools this school year: a quintet visited third 

graders in October and March, and a solo musician visited fourth graders in November and April. 

Meanwhile, the Michigan Philharmonic performed five Koncerts for Kids over four days in May.  

 

Program Description 

The program is designed to introduce classical music and orchestral instruments to third and 

fourth-grade students. The third-grade program consists of an in-class demonstration by a quintet 

of Michigan Philharmonic musicians showcasing string, woodwind, brass, and percussion 

instruments. These demonstrations teach students about the various instrument families of the 

orchestra, how to recognize individual instruments, and how each instrument produces 

sound. The fourth-grade program includes a visit by a solo musician to prepare them for the 

"Koncert for Kids” that they will attend in late May. Conductor Nan Washburn programs the 

“Koncert for Kids” specifically for fourth graders to teach about many aspects of music, 

including: the different musical instrument families, composers, the composition process, how to 

“conduct along,” and how to listen for details in the music. Once again, a play-along using 

recorders was added for Plymouth-Canton Community Schools. 

 

School Visits & Concerts 
The Michigan Philharmonic’s professional musicians started visiting elementary schools in 

October and November with Wayne-Westland’s ten schools. In the spring, Plymouth-Canton 

Community Schools (14 schools), Taylor Schools (seven schools), Garden City Schools (one 

school), and Plymouth Christian Academy were visited in March and April. 

Once the school visits were complete, five “Koncerts for Kids” were performed by the Michigan 

Philharmonic in late May. The shows included: one concert for Garden City, one concert for 
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Taylor Schools, one concert for Wayne-Westland Schools, and two back-to-back concerts for 

Plymouth-Canton Schools (P-CCS). The second show for P-CCS included Plymouth Christian 

Academy (PCA). This year, PCA was included on the contract as guest attendee to Salem High 

School. 

Unfortunately, Taylor School District’s Koncert for Kids was canceled because of a 

miscommunication on the reservation of Heinz C. Prechter Educational and Performing Arts 

Center at Wayne County Community College. Once it was discovered that the Prechter Center 

had not been reserved, and no rental agreement had been signed with the Michigan Philharmonic 

or with Taylor School District, the concert was canceled. The buses from the seven elementary 

schools were also canceled and the musicians were sent home. To rectify this unfortunate 

situation, the students who missed the concert this year (as fourth graders), will be invited back 

next year (as fifth graders). The Phil will hold two back-to-back concerts due to seating 

limitations at Prechter Center. 

The two P-CCS Koncerts for Kids once again used a modified program that included the 4th 

graders playing along to Beethoven’s ‘Ode to Joy” on their recorders. PCA also brought their 

recorders and played along. As expected, it was again a tremendous success. Plymouth-Canton 

Community Schools has already reserved dates for the upcoming 2026-2027 school year for the 

school visits and the Koncert for Kids. 
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Treasurer's Report 

The accounting policies of the Michigan Philharmonic conform to generally accepted accounting 

principles. Revenue through public support and grants is recognized when contributed or 

unconditionally promised, and revenue for admissions, contract services, and other activities is 

recognized when earned. Contributions restricted by donors are reported as restricted net assets 

according to the nature of the donor's restriction. When those restrictions are satisfied, the assets 

are released for use in support of the Philharmonic's mission.  

The Michigan Philharmonic is a not-for-profit Michigan corporation recognized as exempt from 

Federal Income Taxes pursuant to Section 501(c)(3) of the Internal Revenue Code. The 

Philharmonic is also exempt from Michigan Sales and Use Tax in accordance with applicable 

Michigan law.  

The Philharmonic continues to benefit from the generosity and vision of the late Linda Betzer, 

whose bequest established the Betzer Endowment. This Board-designated fund remains an 

important part of the organization's long-term financial stability and provides an enduring 

resource in support of artistic excellence, educational outreach, and community engagement.  

 

Betzer Endowment Activity 

Fund activity for 2025-2026 was as follows: 

• July 1, 2025, Beginning Balance: $341,778 

• June 30, 2026, Ending Balance: $219,353  

 

Other Items of Note 

• The Michigan Philharmonic continued to deliver a full season of performances, 

educational programming, and community partnerships throughout Southeast Michigan 

while maintaining a strong commitment to artistic and educational excellence.  

• Season Business Sponsorships significantly exceeded budget expectations, generating 

more than $28,000 and finishing 40% above budget. This reflects the continued support 

and confidence of our business community partners.  

• Educational programming remained a bright spot for the organization. Education 

Program Income exceeded budget by over $6,200, supported by strong donor 

engagement and longstanding partnerships with local school districts.  

• Grant support remained strong, achieving nearly 98% of budget projections and 

demonstrating continued confidence from public and private funding partners.  

• The Michigan Philharmonic Youth Orchestra continued to thrive, generating nearly 

$26,000 in revenue while providing meaningful educational and performance 

opportunities for young musicians throughout the region.  
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• The organization closed the fiscal year with only $589 in liabilities, a substantial 

improvement from the prior year and evidence of disciplined financial management.  

• Total assets at year-end exceeded $261,000, providing a solid foundation as the 

Philharmonic looks ahead to future seasons.  

 

Financial Position 

On June 30, 2026, the Michigan Philharmonic reported total assets of $261,403 and total equity 

of $260,813. The organization maintained restricted funds supporting the Michigan Philharmonic 

Youth Orchestra, the Bassoon Chair Endowment, Season 81 programming, Ford House 

programming, and Kellogg Park activities. These designated and restricted resources help ensure 

continued investment in both artistic and educational initiatives.  

The Philharmonic's balance sheet reflects a financially stable organization with minimal 

liabilities, strong liquidity, and dedicated resources supporting future programming and 

community impact.  

 

Budget and Operating Results 

The Michigan Philharmonic operated with an approved budget of $529,750 during fiscal year 

2025-2026. While overall revenue did not meet budget expectations, the organization 

successfully maintained its artistic, educational, and outreach commitments throughout the year. 

Revenue strengths included business sponsorships, educational support, grant funding, and 

continued participation in educational programs and community partnerships.  

Like many arts organizations across the country, the Philharmonic experienced fundraising and 

attendance headwinds during the fiscal year. Individual giving, business contributions, 

sponsorship activity, and certain event revenues were below projected levels. Nevertheless, 

management worked diligently to control expenses in many operational areas, with Office Staff 

expenses and Orchestra Pay both finishing below budget.  

Although the organization reported a net loss for the year, the Philharmonic continued to invest 

in audience development, educational programming, community engagement, and artistic 

quality. These investments are essential to advancing the organization's mission and positioning 

the Philharmonic for future growth. 

  

Looking Forward 

 

As we enter the 2026-2027 season, the Michigan Philharmonic is supported by a dedicated base 

of patrons, donors, sponsors, educators, musicians, volunteers, and community partners. The 

success of our educational initiatives, the strength of our sponsorship relationships, and our 

continued ability to secure grant funding demonstrate the value that the Michigan Philharmonic 

brings to the communities we serve.  
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The Board and management team remain focused on expanding contributed revenue, growing 

audience engagement, strengthening community partnerships, and ensuring long-term financial 

sustainability. With minimal debt, strong community support, and an unwavering commitment to 

artistic excellence, the Michigan Philharmonic remains well-positioned to continue enriching 

lives through music for years to come.  

 

Respectfully Submitted, 

Aaron Reeder 

Treasurer 

Michigan Philharmonic 
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MICHIGAN PHILHARMONIC 
Statement of Financial Position Comparison 

As of Jun 30, 2026 

 TOTAL 

 As of Jun 30, 2026 As of Jun 30, 2025 
(PY) 

Assets   
Current Assets 
Bank Accounts 
10085 Monroe - General 128020611 

6,499.74 22,481.82 
10300 Box Office Cash 160.00 160.00 

Total for Bank Accounts $6,659.74 $22,641.82 

Accounts Receivable 1200 
*Accounts Receivable 14,410.00 11,210.00 

Total for Accounts Receivable $14,410.00 $11,210.00 

Other Current Assets 
10086 Money Market Account 20,452.67 

 

13000 Prepaid Expense 527.50 5,527.50 
Total for Other Current Assets $20,980.17 $5,527.50 

Total for Current Assets $42,049.91 $39,379.32 

Other Assets 
15475 Betzer Endowment 219,352.74 341,778.14 

Total for Other Assets $219,352.74 $341,778.14 

Total for Assets $261,402.65 $381,157.46 

Liabilities and Equity   
Liabilities 
Current Liabilities 
Accounts Payable 
2000 Accounts Payable -2,706.78 23,858.99 

Total for Accounts Payable -$2,706.78 $23,858.99 

Other Current Liabilities 
2100 Payroll Liabilities $1,486.52 $1,486.52 
Federal Taxes (941/944) 1,528.12 -332.46 
MI Income Tax 281.30 -176.27 

Total for 2100 Payroll Liabilities $3,295.94 $977.79 

 Total for Other Current Liabilities $3,295.94 $977.79 

  Total for Current Liabilities $589.16 $24,836.78 

   Total for Liabilities                                                       $589.16        $24,836.78 
   1/2 
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MICHIGAN PHILHARMONIC 
Statement of Financial Position Comparison 

As of Jun 30, 2026 

 TOTAL 

 As of Jun 30, 2026 As of Jun 30, 2025 
(PY) 

Equity 
3010 Restricted MPYO 

1,800.00 
 

3020 Restricted Bassoon Chair 1,788.75 12,000.00 
3030 Restricted Season 81 14,754.00  
3040 Restricted - Kensington/Ford House 24,500.00  
3050 Restricted - Kellogg Park 5,000.00  
3900 Retained Earnings 344,320.68 326,931.52 
Net Income -131,349.94 17,389.16 

Total for Equity $260,813.49 $356,320.68 

Total for Liabilities and Equity $261,402.65 $381,157.46 
  2/2 

 

 


